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Connecting through Science

1. Connecting through Sciend€tS)

Youth ExchangeConnecting through Sciené¢ook place inLednice,
Czech Republic in the week of24" till 31 * October 2014 . Lednice

is set in a beautiful enviroment of the UNESCO heritage site in the

South Moravian region.

This projectconneced young people interested not only in science but
also in seleducation, active citizenship and meeting new pebpla all
over Europe. There wereight youthdrom the Czech Republic and five
youths from following countries: Croatia, Estonigtie Netherlands

Slovakia and Slovenia.



Connecting through Science

This Erasmus+: Cdonéedt  Exghtahgeu@h
especially at youths who are interested in the world around them, who
are interested in science, who are looking for an opportunity to
experience other European countries and who would like to learn
something about science as well as active citizenshig. project also
encouragd participation of young people from disadvantaged
backgrounds (cultural, special needs, learning difficulties, seocio

economc status.
The mainaims of this youth exchange wetiee following:

1) to increase mobility opportunigis in order to discover new cultures,

traditions and lifestyles(learning from others)

2) to improve the level of key competences and skills of young people
in order to enable them to expand their career perspectivgsowing

as individuals)

3)the preseh at i on of science as a mea
abilities and competences using Aflormal and informal educational

methods(l am impressed by nature + learning by playing)

The project also aimedt the personal development of participants:
suppating them in expressing their own opinion and presenting their

own ideas, views and expanding their mental horizons.
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During the six working days of this youttxchange, the participants
worked with the following topics: integration, sharing ideas and
experience, bioethics, pisical and visual impairments amdher
disabilities, interactive genetics and active citizenship. All the topics and
activitiesled to developing the key competences andachieve all the
mentioned goals. Bthods of norformal education, improvising the
disabilities on ourselves (in order to gain empathy) and discussitin

expertsin the field of science werased.

An importart part of this youth exchangewas! ear nii mg oby O
participants hadhe opportunity to pregnt their own work and action
plans, strengthening their seéteem through this diwity. Moreover,

they hada chance to express themselves in a project booklet wich

the summary of the project outcomes, including individual activities,
their main airs, methods and competences that should be improved.

And this booklet you are reading right now!

An overarchng aim of this youth exchange svt spread awareness of
this project topic among general public. During gquuth exchange we
also hadha discussionvith the policy makers of our region, the regional
governoss Ing. Jaroslav Parolekn d  Ms . Bohuywhobae Be
us insight into what is being done by the policy makers on the regional
level to support the norformal education, science, young sciststand

active citizenship.
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This youth exchange iow finished and we hope thatur participant$
competences havenproved and they gained new frienderfr Europe.
During the main activity of the project, Poster Faithe participants
presentedheir postersin a popular way followed by discussion with the
other participants but also with other invited guests. This actitogk

place in the city of Brno, which is associated with the famous scientists,
J. G. Mendel.
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2European Youth Centre

European Youth Cent prefit®igevernental ( E
organization foundedby young people for young peopie 2007. The
centre was created with financial support of the Vodafone foundation
and it residesin the building of theGy mn § BiRiw(a grammar

school) whichsignificantly contributed tds creation.
The main missiopoints of EYCB are

V INFORMING and raising awareness of the European Union and
its educational programmes

V PROMOTING seHulfilment and personal development of young
people through educational programmes of the European Union

V DEVELOPING noiformal education, intercultural dialogue,

international cooperation and active civil society
Among our activities belong:

1 participation in international projects within the Europea
educational programmes

1 preparation and implementation of projects within the European
educational programmes

1 group and individual trainings, lectures and tdaniding

activities
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1 informing the generalpublic about the European Union and
opportunities tha the EU offers
1 establishment of international networks and contacts between

non-profit organizations

Email eycb.info@gmail.com

Website http://eycb.eu/en/news/

Organizers : Ev a Janel kov §, Jana Par c
Svalina

Participants : Marie PRibylovg, Mi c hal
Vacek

Experts : Martina Nekol ov §, Kat eRi na
BartoOkovsg8, Martin Kulera


mailto:eycb.info@gmail.com
http://eycb.eu/en/news/
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3. SYNCRO (Croatia)
o ‘M}

o,

SYNERGY CROATI/
Centar za osobni i profesionalni  razvoj Syncro

Syncro is anongovernmentabrganization active in the field of non
formal education, personal development and international cooperation
with the aim of supporting and increasing the quality of life by

empowering individuals to become proactive and responsible people.

Syncro is a part of International Synergy Group with whom we share a
common vision of a world that works for everyone. International
Synergy Group is a network of 35 organizations from allhaf Europe,
working together to offer opportunities for education and development

of young people, groups and society.

Syncro was founded in 2010 and since then more opportunities for
young people have been available through the progranevesy year,
and more professionals and volunteers have been involved in the work

of the organisation.

Syncro is active on a local aadinternational level, through educational
activities. We coordinate and deliver international personal
development tranings and youth exchanges that develop personal
competences of young people, together with professional skills of youth

workers. At the same time, we organize local events in Croatia, such as
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youthclub, awareness programmes or sport and community everds a

support young people in developing their own projects.

In Syncro programmes we use methods of #Hommal education:
learning by experience, learning through games and role playing,
personal development tools, outdoor education, creative workshops,

coachng, theater and dance.

The aim of our activities is to empower people to develop skills, khow
how and attitudes to lead responsible and quality life, and as active

citizens, to take care of themselves and those around them.

Syncro is gathering people a@ in youth work, professionals and
volunteers, with experience in group facilitation, project management

and innovation

Website http://www.synergycroatia.com/en

W . o R
Groupleader: Karl o Brunovi |

Participants: Lada Jovovil, Paul a Krildl


http://www.synergy-croatia.com/en
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4. Seiklejate/ennaskondEstonia

Seiklejate Vennaskond is youth and civil society organization, which
connects activandadventurous people together. We work mainly with
young peom, but also with youth workers, trainers and teachers and
organizations active in nefiormal education field and lifelong learning.
Our members have participated and organized different youth
exchanges, seminars and training courses concerning equalitja me
impact, innovation, fight against raciginxenophobia, human rights,
mobility and migration, HIV prevention, environmemtotection and
other issues. Our volunteers gather every month to take up new ideas
and think how to put them into practice. We serely believe that
young people today can make a difference and we all work for this

purpose.

First activities of the organization date back to the year 2003 when
group of active young people got together to organize a youth exchange.
After that there have been many local regional activities concerning
integration, adventure tourism and differentntérest specific
activities. Since 2010 Seiklejat®ennaskond hasansformedfrom non

formal youth group to a registered neprofit organization.

Members of Seiklejatédennaskondave taken part in several projects
in programme countries, neighbouring regions and also in Africa and

Asia.
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Members of Seiklejatéennaskond meet regularly to put their ideas into
practice and develop new projects and activities. All activities are
organized by volunteers and voluntarily. There are members all over
Estonia in the organization and there are even regional grouping in 5
counties. The main age group of members is from 16 to 35 + people
working with young people (without age limit). Many ni®rs come
from rural/remote areas, so Seiklejatdennaskond has also young

people with fewer opportunities involved in the organization.

Website http://www.seiklejad.org/tenglish.html

Group leade r: Ursula llo

Participants : Karolina Kuusik, Kristina Tammes, LiisaUutsalu, Piret
Sommer


http://www.seiklejad.org/in-english.html
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5. Youth Connectors(Netherlands

Youth connectors

Youth Connectors is a national youth organisation that wishes
to bring young people together with each other with the
purpose of creating a more social cohesive society. Due to
digitalisation and the rise of the social media, an increasing
number of youth spend an ever increasing amount of time on

their gadgets.

For manyyouth gettingtogether at socialgatheringshasbecomeless
attractive than stayingat home playingon gameconsoles.Evenwhen
young people gather, there is a tendencyto communicatethrough
smartphonesnsteadof direct socialinteradion. With our eventswe
are trying to shift the focus from digital communicationto personal

communication.

We conceptualis@andorganisecreativeeventswhere youngpeoplecan
gettogetherfor to learn,shareandhavefun. Socialgatheringsmprove

thepar t i csoqabskills @adae important to make meaningful
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connectionswith their peers.We organisecultural exchangesguizzes

andgamenights.As of this year,we organisea gamenightevery other

week.
Email youthconnectors@gmail.com
Website yvouthconnectors.wix.com/youthconnectors

Group leader : InekeBom

Participants : MarlyKammerer, YouriVakoulsky, Emily Tegnell, Wijcher
van Dijk


mailto:youthconnectors@gmail.com
http://www.youthconnectors.wix.com/youthconnectors
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6. STEPSlovakia

STEP Civic AssociationCommunity for Regional Development is a
nort governmentabind nonprofit organization based and operating in
eastern Slovakia since 2010. STEP was founded as an organization in th
vil |l age Hammpvheérentdmes from its membership base

but over time our scope has grown to the regional level.

Our maingoal and mission is to create conditions for children, youth
and adults for personal development, educational level, and relationship
to the animate and inanimate nature. Through these activities and
projects not only contribute to the development of ourommunity

members but also to the development of our region and its inhabitants.

STEP scope ranges from local to international level, where we have

created a stable network of partners within the EU.

Our target group are young people, as bearers of respbilgy for
future generationswho arenecessary to creatbe modern, educated,
experienced and open minded people in order to ensure economic
growth and regional development in our region. The means to achieve
these objectives is the participation of yay people in activities that
teach them multicultural environment, develop their linguistic and
professional competence and teach them to be independent and

responsible active citizens of Europe today.
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Website http://www.societystep.eu/

Group leader : D8vid Drexler

Participants : Laura LukS8lov§sg, Pleutrri aa nPoav
Marko Pira



http://www.societystep.eu/
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7.Z8vod SBRAB (

SRC3 is a Slovenian youth organisation based in Trbdtdea non
governmentalnon profit organisation that wafounded quite recently,
in 2014. It idivided into three subdivisi@n

- SRC3 youngyputh exchanges,am-formal education),
- SRC3DESIGN g@raphic design, web design, typography),

- SRC3 HELFER (psgs, helping thedisadvantagedolunteer
work).

Zavod SRC3, zavod za soci,8bvanm i n

Vreskovo 13 a, 1420 Trbovlj&lovenia

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/zavodsrc

Group leader :Severinditer

Participants : MamPa@ager GiRi,bi UrKaGE rBama
Karahasanovi I


http://http/www.facebook.com/zavodsrc
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