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1. Connecting through Science (CtS) 
 

Youth Exchange òConnecting through Scienceó took place in Lednice, 

Czech Republic  in the week of 24th  till 31 st October 2014 . Lednice 

is set in a beautiful environment of the UNESCO heritage site in the 

South Moravian region.  

 

This project connected young people interested not only in science but 

also in self-education, active citizenship and meeting new people from all 

over Europe. There were eight youths from the Czech Republic and five 

youths from following countries: Croatia, Estonia, the Netherlands, 

Slovakia and Slovenia.  
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This Erasmus+: Youth Exchange òConnecting through Scienceó aimed 

especially at youths who are interested in the world around them, who 

are interested in science, who are looking for an opportunity to 

experience other European countries and who would like to learn 

something about science as well as active citizenship. This project also 

encouraged participation of young people from disadvantaged 

backgrounds (cultural, special needs, learning difficulties, socio-

economic status).  

The main aims of this youth exchange were the following:  

1) to increase mobility opportunities in order to discover new cultures, 

traditions and life-styles (learning from others)  

2) to improve the level of key competences and skills of young people 

in order to enable them to expand their career perspectives (growing 

as individuals)  

3) the presentation of science as a means for developing participantsõ 

abilities and competences using non-formal and informal educational 

methods (I am impressed by nature + learning by playing ) 

The project also aimed at the personal development of participants: 

supporting them in expressing their own opinion and presenting their 

own ideas, views and expanding their mental horizons.   
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During the six working days of this youth exchange, the participants 

worked with the following topics: integration, sharing ideas and 

experience, bioethics, physical and visual impairments and other 

disabilities, interactive genetics and active citizenship. All the topics and 

activities led to developing the key competences and to achieve all the 

mentioned goals. Methods of non-formal education, improvising the 

disabilities on ourselves (in order to gain empathy) and discussions with 

experts in the field of science were used.   

An important part of this youth exchange was òlearning by doingó. Our 

participants had the opportunity to present their own work and action 

plans, strengthening their self-esteem through this activity. Moreover, 

they had a chance to express themselves in a project booklet which is 

the summary of the project outcomes, including individual activities, 

their main aims, methods and competences that should be improved. 

And this booklet you are reading right now! 

An overarching aim of this youth exchange was to spread awareness of 

this project topic among general public. During our youth exchange we 

also had a discussion with the policy makers of our region, the regional 

governors Ing. Jaroslav Parolek and Ms. Bohumila Beranov§, who gave 

us insight into what is being done by the policy makers on the regional 

level to support the non-formal education, science, young scientists and 

active citizenship.  
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This youth exchange is now finished and we hope that our participantsõ 

competences have improved and they gained new friends from Europe. 

During the main activity of the project, Poster Fair, the participants 

presented their posters in a popular way followed by discussion with the 

other participants but also with other invited guests. This activity took 

place in the city of Brno, which is associated with the famous scientists, 

J. G. Mendel. 
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2. European Youth Centre BŔeclav 
 

European Youth Centre BŔeclav (EYCB) is non-profit non-governmental 

organization founded by young people for young people in 2007. The 

centre was created with financial support of the Vodafone foundation 

and it resides in the building of the Gymn§zium BŔeclav (a grammar 

school), which significantly contributed to its creation.  

The main mission points of EYCB are: 

V INFORMING and raising awareness of the European Union and 

its educational programmes 

V PROMOTING self-fulfilment and personal development of young 

people through educational programmes of the European Union 

V DEVELOPING non-formal education, intercultural dialogue, 

international cooperation and active civil society 

Among our activities belong:  

¶ participation in international projects within the European 

educational programmes 

¶ preparation and implementation of projects within the European 

educational programmes 

¶ group and individual trainings, lectures and team-building 

activities 



 

8 Connecting through Science 

¶ informing the general public about the European Union and 

opportunities that the EU offers 

¶ establishment of international networks and contacts between 

non-profit organizations 

Email   eycb.info@gmail.com 

Website  http://eycb.eu/en/news/ 

 

 

Organizers : Eva Janeľkov§, Jana Parolkov§, Jakub Mikl²n, OndŔej 

Svaľina 

Participants : Marie PŔibylov§, Michal Havelka, Tom§Ģ Bedn§Ŕ, Jan 

Vacek 

Experts: Martina Nekolov§, KateŔina Musilov§, Michal Havelka, Radka 

BartoŎkov§, Martin Kuľera   

mailto:eycb.info@gmail.com
http://eycb.eu/en/news/
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3. SYNCRO (Croatia) 

 

Centar za osobni i profesionalni  razvoj  Syncro  

Syncro  is a non-governmental organization active in the field of non-

formal education, personal development and international cooperation 

with the aim of supporting and increasing the quality of life by 

empowering individuals to become proactive and responsible people. 

Syncro is a part of International Synergy Group with whom we share a 

common vision of a world that works for everyone. International 

Synergy Group is a network of 35 organizations from all of the Europe, 

working together to offer opportunities for education and development 

of young people, groups and society. 

Syncro was founded in 2010 and since then more opportunities for 

young people have been available through the programmes every year, 

and more professionals and volunteers have been involved in the work 

of the organisation.  

Syncro is active on a local and an international level, through educational 

activities. We coordinate and deliver international personal 

development trainings and youth exchanges that develop personal 

competences of young people, together with professional skills of youth 

workers. At the same time, we organize local events in Croatia, such as 
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youthclub, awareness programmes or sport and community events and 

support young people in developing their own projects. 

In Syncro programmes we use methods of non-formal education: 

learning by experience, learning through games and role playing, 

personal development tools, outdoor education, creative workshops, 

coaching, theater and dance. 

The aim of our activities is to empower people to develop skills, know-

how and attitudes to lead responsible and quality life, and as active 

citizens, to take care of themselves and those around them.  

Syncro is gathering people active in youth work, professionals and 

volunteers, with experience in group facilitation, project management 

and innovation. 

Website   http://www.synergy-croatia.com/en 

 

 

 

 

Group leader : Karlo Brunoviļ 

Participants : Lada Jovoviļ, Paula Krilľiļ, Lora Savin, Antonella Paladin  

http://www.synergy-croatia.com/en
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4. Seiklejate Vennaskond (Estonia) 
 

Seiklejate  Vennaskond  is youth and civil society organization, which 

connects active and adventurous people together. We work mainly with 

young people, but also with youth workers, trainers and teachers and 

organizations active in non-formal education field and lifelong learning. 

Our members have participated and organized different youth 

exchanges, seminars and training courses concerning equality, media 

impact, innovation, fight against racism & xenophobia, human rights, 

mobility and migration, HIV prevention, environment protection and 

other issues. Our volunteers gather every month to take up new ideas 

and think how to put them into practice. We sincerely believe that 

young people today can make a difference and we all work for this 

purpose. 

First activities of the organization date back to the year 2003 when 

group of active young people got together to organize a youth exchange. 

After that there have been many local regional activities concerning 

integration, adventure tourism and different interest specific 

activities.  Since 2010 Seiklejate Vennaskond has transformed from non-

formal youth group to a registered non-profit organization. 

Members of Seiklejate Vennaskond have taken part in several projects 

in programme countries, neighbouring regions and also in Africa and 

Asia.  
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Members of Seiklejate Vennaskond meet regularly to put their ideas into 

practice and develop new projects and activities. All activities are 

organized by volunteers and voluntarily. There are members all over 

Estonia in the organization and there are even regional grouping in 5 

counties. The main age group of members is from 16 to 35 + people 

working with young people (without age limit). Many members come 

from rural/remote areas, so Seiklejate Vennaskond has also young 

people with fewer opportunities involved in the organization. 

Website   http://www.seiklejad.org/in-english.html 

Group leade r : Ursula Ilo 

Participants : Karolina Kuusik, Kristina Tammes, LiisaUutsalu, Piret 

Sommer 

http://www.seiklejad.org/in-english.html
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5. Youth Connectors (Netherlands) 
 

 

Youth  Connectors  is a national  youth  organisation  that  wishes 

to  bring  young people  together  with  each other  with  the  

purpose  of creating  a more  social cohesive society.  Due to  

digitalisation  and the  rise of the  social media,  an increasing  

number  of youth  spend an ever  increasing  amount  of time  on 

their  gadgets. 

  

For many youth getting together at social gatherings has become less 

attractive than staying at home playing on game consoles. Even when 

young people gather, there is a tendency to communicate through 

smartphones instead of direct social interaction. With our events we 

are trying to shift the focus from digital communication to personal 

communication. 

  

We conceptualise and organise creative events where young people can 

get together for to learn, share and have fun. Social gatherings improve 

the participantsõs social skills and are important to make meaningful 
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connections with their peers. We organise cultural exchanges, quizzes 

and game nights. As of this year, we organise a game night every other 

week. 

 

Email   youthconnectors@gmail.com 

Website   youthconnectors.wix.com/youthconnectors 

 

Group leader : InekeBom 

Participants : MarlyKammerer, YouriVakoulsky, Emily Tegnell, Wijcher 

van Dijk 

  

mailto:youthconnectors@gmail.com
http://www.youthconnectors.wix.com/youthconnectors
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6. STEP(Slovakia) 
 

STEP Civic Association - Community for Regional Development is a 

non- governmental and non-profit organization based and operating in 

eastern Slovakia since 2010. STEP was founded as an organization in the 

village Zempl²nske Hamre, where it comes from its membership base, 

but over time, our scope has grown to the regional level. 

Our main goal and mission is to create conditions for children, youth 

and adults for personal development, educational level, and relationship 

to the animate and inanimate nature. Through these activities and 

projects not only contribute to the development of our community 

members but also to the development of our region and its inhabitants. 

STEP scope ranges from local to international level, where we have 

created a stable network of partners within the EU. 

Our target group are young people, as bearers of responsibility for 

future generations, who arenecessary to create the modern, educated, 

experienced and open minded people in order to ensure economic 

growth and regional development in our region. The means to achieve 

these objectives is the participation of young people in activities that 

teach them multicultural environment, develop their linguistic and 

professional competence and teach them to be independent and 

responsible active citizens of Europe today. 
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Website   http://www.societystep.eu/ 

Group leader : D§vid Drexler 

Participants : Laura Luk§ľov§, Petra Papiern²kov§, Zuzana Ŀurianov§, 

Marko Pira 

http://www.societystep.eu/
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7. Z§vod SRC3(Slovenia) 

 

SRC3 is a Slovenian youth organisation based in Trbovlje. It's a non-

governmental, non- profit organisation that was founded quite recently, 

in 2014. It is divided into three subdivisions:  

 - SRC3 young (youth exchanges, non-formal education),  

 - SRC3 DESIGN (graphic design, web design, typography),  

 - SRC3 HELFER (projects, helping the disadvantaged, volunteer 

work).  

 

Zavod SRC3, zavod za socialno in praviľno druĤbo, Trbovlje, Slovenia 

Vreskovo 13 a, 1420 Trbovlje, Slovenia 

 

Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/zavodsrc 

Group  leader :Severina Siter 

Participants : MaruĢa PangerĢiľ, UroĢ Ribiľ, Ema Karo, Selma 

Karahasanoviľ 

 

http://http/www.facebook.com/zavodsrc
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